
Reading Census Records 

Knowledge Check 

 

Jill is new to Family History and has found some census records. She doesn’t understand them. 

Help Jill learn about the records she has brought to you. (2 Questions) 

 

Question 1: Using the census image provided, help Jill identify the age of Elias Heck: 

A: 17 

B: 18 

C: 44 

D: This census doesn’t list his age 

 

The correct answer is A. Elias was 18 years old. 

 

Question 2: Using the census image provided, help Jill identify the ocupation of Sarah Heck: 

A: Hair Keeping 

B: Hog Keeping 

C: Honey Keeping 

D: House Keeping 

 

The correct answer is D. Ho Keeping is House Keeping. This means Sarah is the woman of the 

house. 



Technical Questions: 

Question 3: What year did the census start recording the names of everyone in the household? 

A: 1850 

B: 1880 

C: 1900 

D: 1940 

 

The correct answer is A. This marked the first major change in census history. The 1850 census  

includes the name, age, gender, race of everyone in the household, occupations and much 

more. 

 

Question 4: What year did the census start recording an individual’s marital status? 

A: 1850 

B: 1880 

C: 1900 

D: 1940 

 

The correct answer is B. The 1880 census also recorded the relationships to the head of 

household and birthplaces. 

 

Question 5: Which census was mostly lost to fire and water damage? 

A: 1860 

B: 1870 

C: 1890 

D: 1920 

 

The correct answer is C. The 1890 census was largely lost to fire and water damage.  


